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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EX AMINATION REPORT 
[L Basis o f the report 

1 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I the international application as originally filed 
the description: 
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pages 

pages 
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, as originally filed 



filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
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3,4,7>9 



2, 10 



— , , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



filed with the letter of 02 June 2004 (02.06.2004) 
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the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 

pages 

pages 



filed with the letter of 



. as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

_ , filed with the demand 



p^e elements were available or furnished to this Authority in Ae foUoSngSguage ^ . • 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 1(b)) 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 3(b)) 

U fte language of the translation fUnushed for the purposes of international prelinunary exanunation (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

P^tlXcLXrr^S^^^^^^ in the international application, the international 

LJ contained in the international plication in written foim. 

LJ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

LJ furnished subsequenUy to this Authority in written form. 

LJ fiimished subsequenUy to this Authority in computer readable form 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I — I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig. 



and 70.17). " » this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
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Ihtemational application No. 
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Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Iaventivestep(IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-5, 7-10 



2-5^ 7-10 



2-5, 7^10 
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NO 
YES 
NO 
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NO 



Citations and explianations " ~ — 

Dociment 1: JP 6-264232 A (Nippon Mining & Metals Co., 



Document 2; 



DocToment 3: 



Document 4 : 



Ltd.)/ 20 September 1994; entire description 
WO 99/66100 Al (Johnson Matthey Electronics, 
Inc.), 23 December 1999; entire description 
JP 2001-271161 A (Mitsui Mining & Smelting 
Co., Ltd.), 2 October 2001; entire 
description 

JP 2000-239835 A (Japan Energy Corp.), 5 
September 2000; entire description 



Claims 2-5 and 7-10 

The inventions set forth in claims 2-5 and 7-10 are 
not disclosed in any of the documents cited in the 
international search report, and are novel and involve an 
inventive step. 

In particular, the feature of the fine crystal 
grains with an average crystal grain size of 80 jm or less 
in the target is not disclosed in documents 1-4, and this 
feature could not be deduced easily by a person skilled in 
the art. 
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